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By a one-vote margin, the UN Human Rights Commission, meeting in Geneva, condemned Cuba's
human rights record. The Cuban delegation complained about the makeup of the Nicaraguan
delegation, accused the resolution's sponsors of selling out to the US, and cited a long list of US
actions against Cuba as justification for a recent crackdown on dissent.
Some European delegates also criticized the US for its human rights record. For the first time in this
annual vote, the US did not put forward the resolution on Cuba. Instead, the Czech Republic and
Poland co-sponsored the motion. The vote was a reversal for Cuba. Last year, the US- sponsored
resolution against Cuba was defeated (see NotiCen, 1998-04-30). The vote this year was 21 in favor,
20 against, with 12 abstentions.
Cuban Vice President Carlos Lage accused the Czech Republic of selling itself to the US "for a few
crumbs" by sponsoring the resolution, and threatened sanctions against those who "put themselves
at the service" of the US. "The vote showed that the pressures and blackmail used by the White
House did not amount to much," said Cuban Deputy Foreign Minister Maria de los Angeles Florez.
"It was to be expected that Washington would roll out its hegemonistic instruments, basically
against the poorest and weakest nations."
In its coverage of the vote, the official Cuban newspaper Granma charged the US with exerting
"shameful pressures" against various states and said the former Soviet-bloc countries had become
"docile voters and miserable pawns of imperialist policy." The vote produced victory statements
from both Cuba and the US. Carlos Amat, head of the Cuban delegation, called it "a moral victory"
because of the closeness of the vote.
Harold Hongju Koh, US assistant secretary of state, said it was "a wake-up call for the Cuban
government that they have to give greater human rights to their own people." Last year's rejection
of the US-sponsored resolution was widely thought to have been influenced by Pope John Paul II's
visit to Cuba, President Fidel Castro's relaxation of controls on the Catholic Church, and his release
of political prisoners (see NotiCen, 1998-03-12). But this year, delegates cited a recent crackdown
on Cuban dissenters through the Law for the Protection of National Independence and Economy
and the trial of prominent dissidents (see NotiCen, 1999-03-11, 1999-03-18) as evidence of the
government's backsliding on human rights.
The censure resolution called on the Cuban government to "afford the country full and open contact
with the democratic world." It urged the government to free all political prisoners and to sign
various human rights agreements such as the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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Voting for the resolution were: Argentina, Austria, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, Ecuador,
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Morocco, Norway, Poland, the Republic
of Korea, Romania, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Uruguay. Voting against were:
Bhutan, Cape Verde, China, Congo, Cuba, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, India, Indonesia,
Mexico, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Qatar, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Tunisia, and Venezuela.
Abstaining were: Bangladesh, Botswana, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Liberia, Madagascar,
Mauritius, Mozambique, Nepal, the Philippines, and Senegal.
Lage says US war forces Cuba to act in self-defense
In his speech to the plenary session, Lage told the commission that if there were no Helms-Burton
Act or a US "economic war" against Cuba, there would be no need for laws imposing prison
sentences on Cubans who work toward US aims. He also said the four convicted dissidents were
shown to have collaborated with the US through the US Interests Section in Havana.
Defending the law under which the dissidents were convicted, Lage said, "This law defines
crimes of collaboration with the enemy, rather than crimes of opinion as some have deliberately
misrepresented it." He cited the Logan Act and other US legislation prohibiting contact with foreign
agents to argue that the dissidents' crimes, if committed in the US, would have brought them far
greater punishments.
Throughout his address, Lage placed the issue of human rights in Cuba within the framework of
an undeclared "intense and unscrupulous war" waged against Cuba by the US. Cuba protests anti-
Castro exile on Nicaraguan delegation For the third successive year, the Nicaraguan government
included Luis Zuniga in its delegation to Geneva. Zuniga is an official of the anti-Castro Cuban
American National Foundation (CANF). During Zuniga's speech to the commission, Cuban
representative Aymee Hernandez interrupted several times to say that he was a known terrorist
linked to the bombing of Cuban tourist sites in 1997.
The Cuban delegation distributed material alluding to Zuniga's alleged terrorist activities and
a prison sentence he served in Cuba for attempted attacks on Cuban government officials. The
documents also said that, at the trial of convicted Salvadoran terrorist Raul Ernesto Cruz Leon,
Zuniga was implicated in the bombings through testimony of a Cuban double agent, Francisco
Alvarez Godoy (see NotiCen, 1999-03-25).
Vilma Nunez de Escorcia, president of the Centro Nicaraguense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH),
also protested Zuniga's presence. His appointment to the delegation erodes Nicaragua's image,
she said in a letter to the commission. She wrote that Nicaraguan President Arnold Aleman owes
favors to CANF because the family of its founder, Jorge Mas Canosa, paid for much of Aleman's
presidential campaign in 1996. "Not only is he repaying political favors he owes the foundation,
but he is also laying the groundwork for political attacks against Cuba," said Nunez de Escorcia.
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Eduardo Montealegre denied Aleman was repaying favors and told
journalists that CANF had asked that Zuniga be included on the Nicaraguan delegation to explain
the human rights situation in Cuba to the commission.
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US receives criticism for use of death penalty
During the sessions, German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer said a European Union (EU)
resolution would call for an end to "the execution of minors, of the mentally ill, enforcement before
completion of ongoing procedures, and extradition to countries where the death penalty is in force."
Fischer did not name the US, but Germany has vigorously protested the recent executions in
Arizona of two German nationals. Amnesty International (AI) also has criticized the US for police
brutality and other violations, and this year placed the US on its list of human rights violators. Pierre
Sane, AI secretary general, said, "Human rights violations in the US are persistent, widespread,
and appear to disproportionately affect people of racial or ethnic minority backgrounds." [Sources:
Notimex, 03/24/99; The New York Times, 03/28/99; La Prensa (Nicaragua), 04/10/99; Granma (Cuba),
03/25/99, 04/23/99; Associated Press, 04/08/99, 04/23/99; Reuters, 04/24/99; Prensa Latina (Cuba),
04/07/99, 04/25/99]
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